
Rabbit Supply Checklist 

1. Habitat: Large solid bottom cage/condo, large dog crate or tall and wide puppy pen
*** At least 4 feet long, 2 feet wide and 4 feet tall ***
*** No wire bottom cages, no outdoor hutches and no “rabbit cages” sold in pet stores ***
*** Many pictures and videos of Do-It-Yourself rabbit condos are available online. They

 are easy and inexpensive to build, and rabbits love multi-level condos! *** 
*** All habitats must have a soft cotton mat, blanket or towel over the flooring so your

 rabbit has a comfortable and cushioned area to sit and lay down on *** 

2. Travel Carrier – preferably hard plastic, small animal size
*** Always lined with something soft and absorbent, such as towels or blankets ***
*** Hay should always be provided inside the carrier during any transport ***

3. Litter boxes filled with hay, lined with newspaper and rabbit-safe litter
*** Only paper-pulp based litter; No cat clumping litter or pine/cedar shavings ***
*** Many rabbits will need more than one litter box to start training ***

4. Timothy hay (or alfalfa hay for rabbits 7 months and younger)
*** Must be available 24/7 in unlimited quantities and is the foundation of diet ***

5. Good-quality Timothy hay based rabbit pellets (or alfalfa pellets for rabbts under 6 months)

 

*** No pellets with nuts, seeds, dried fruit or colorful “treats” in them ***
*** Pellets should have at least 20% crude fiber, no more than approximately 14% protein,
about 1% fat and about 1.0% calcium. - Recommended brand is Oxbow or Selective***

6. Sturdy ceramic or metal food bowls for pellets and greens
*** Pellets are to be provided in limited quantities (see guide for proper amounts) ***
*** Fresh, washed greens are an essential part of diet and must be provided daily ***

7. Heavy ceramic water bowl/crock or water bottle that attaches to cage
*** To encourage hydration, fresh and clean water must be available 24/7 ***
*** Bowls/crocks are a more natural way for a rabbit to drink than water bottles ***

8. Grooming brush, safety nail clippers, styptic powder, simethicone (baby gas
medicine, Little Tummys brand), 1 cc dropper/syringe, digital safety thermometer,
Vaseline, safety heating pad (SnuggleSafe brand)
*** Gentle, rabbit-safe brush is needed to help remove hair during shedding periods ***
*** Safety nail clippers are needed to trim nails every 2 months, and styptic powder such

            as Kwik Stop brand should be on hand in case nail quick is accidently clipped *** 
*** Medical supplies are vital to save rabbits that go into stasis after vet office hours ***

9. Hidey house (to feel safe and hidden within habitat), digging box and safe chew toys
*** Rabbits need toys and enrichment products to satisfy their urges to chew and dig, and

            the more toys and stimulation they have, the happier they will be! *** 

10. Large, carpeted and bunny-proof area for exercise
*** Rabbits need at least 4-5 hours of exercise in a large, bunny-proof area every day ***
*** Rabbits need traction on the ground to safely run and jump while out playing, and

             they will slide and can injure themselves on a hard wood or tile floor *** 
*** The larger the area, the more running and binkies you will see from your rabbit! ***

Websites to visit for research: www.rabbit.org, www.rabbitcare.org, www.binkybunny.com, 
www.myhouserabbit.com 
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Local Rabbit-Savvy Veterinarians

Manhattan 

Deborah Levison, DVM 
Symphony Veterinary Center 
170 West 96th Street 
New York, NY 10025 
(212) 866-8000 
www.symphonyvet.com 

Katherine Quesenberry, DVM 
The Animal Medical Center 
510 East 62nd St. 
New York,  NY 10065 
(212) 838·7053  (212) 329·8622 
www.amcny.org/avian-exotic-pets 

Alexandra Wilson, DVM 
The Center for Avian and Exotic Medicine 
568 Columbus Ave. 
New York, NY 10024 
(212) 501-8750 
https://avianandexoticvets.com 

Westchester County 

Gil Stanzione, DVM 
381 Dobbs Ferry Road 
White Plains, NY 10607 
(914) 421·0020 
https://dakotaveterinarycenter.com 

Laurie Hess, DVM 
Veterinary Center for Birds and Exotics 
709 Bedford Road 
Bedford Hills, NY 10507 
(914) 861-1414 
https://avianexoticsvet.com 

Long Island 

Jennifer Saver, DVM and Laura George, DVM 
Catnip & Carrots Veterinary Hospital 
2056 Jericho Turnpike 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040 
(516) 877·7080 
www.catnipandcarrots.com 

Heidi Hoefer, DVM 
Island  Exotic Vet Care 
591 East Jericho Turnpike 
Huntington Station, NY  1746 
(631) 424-0300 
http://heidihoefer.com

Jeff Rose, DVM 
Jefferson  Animal Hospital 
606 Patchogue  Rd. (Route 112) 
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 
(631) 473-0415 
https://portjeffersonanimalhospital.com 

Sachar Malka, DVM 
333 Great Neck Road 
Great Neck, NY 11021 
(516) 482-1101 
www.birdexoticsvet.com 

New Jersey  

Tracey Cantamessa, DVM 
Eagle Rock Veterinary Hospital 
612 Eagle Rock Ave. 
West Orange, NJ 07052 
(973) 736-1555 
www.eaglerockvethosp.com 

Christopher F. Stancel, DVM 
Dog, Cat, and Bird Clinic of Nutley 
324 Passaic Ave. 
Nutley, NJ 07110 
(973) 661-0441 
www.dogcatbird.net 



















Rabbit Care Videos 

Learn how to take care of a pet rabbit from bunny lover Amy Sedaris and rabbit 

expert Mary E. Cotter, Ed.D., LVT, in these Howcast videos. 

The complete list of videos may be found at 

https://www.howcast.com/guides/1187-how-to-take-care-of-a-pet-rabbit/.  They 

are also available on Youtube by searching on “rabbit care” and “cotter,” though a 

few may not show up and will need to be searched by title.

1. 8 Common Myths about Rabbits (5:50)

2. Are Rabbits Good Pets for Children? (2:17)

3. Are Rabbits Low-Maintenance Pets? (1:34)

4. Best Carrier for a Rabbit (4:55)

5. Best Litter Material for a Rabbit (6:10)

6. Can I Keep a Pet Rabbit in My Child’s Room?
(1:28)

7. Can I Leave My Pet Rabbit Alone for the
Weekend? (1:42)

8. Can I Walk My Pet Rabbit on a Leash? (1:32)

9. Can Rabbits Be Litter Trained? (2:59)

10. Do Rabbit Teeth Need to Be Trimmed? (4:19)

11. Do Rabbits Get Along with Other Pets? (2:22)

12. Do Rabbits Need Veterinary Care? (3:56)

13. Do Rabbits Shed? (3:37)

14. How Long Do Rabbits Live? (2:02)

15. How to Determine a Rabbit’s Age (3:45)

16. How to Get a Rabbit Back in Its Cage (2:23)

17. How to Give a Rabbit a Pill (3:40)

18. How to Groom Your Rabbit (5:05)

19. How to Handle a Pet Rabbit (7:40)

20. How to Help a Pet Rabbit with Gas Pain (3:15)

21. How to Help an Overweight Rabbit (5:00)

22. How to Know If Your Rabbit Is Sick (3:19)

23. How to Know When to Euthanize a Rabbit (4:52)

24. How to Make a Rabbit Less Aggressive (6:42)

25. How to Massage Your Rabbit (4:52)

26. How to Rabbit-Proof Your Home (6:06)

27. How to Take a Rabbit’s Temperature (4:11)

28. How to Take Your Rabbit on a Car Trip (3:59)

29. How to Trim Your Rabbit’s Nails (9:19)

30. Is Your Pet Rabbit’s Pee & Poop Normal? (4:42)

31. Should I Get a Friend for My Rabbit? (4:53)

32. What Is the Best Diet for a Rabbit? (7:02)

33. What Kinds of Toys Do Rabbits Like? (4:47)

34. What to Consider before Buying a Rabbit (7:34)

35. Which Rabbit Breed Is Best? (2:22)

36. Why Are So Many Rabbits in Shelters? (3:16)

37. Why It’s Dangerous to Keep a Pet Rabbit 
Outdoors (3:00)




